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TOWARD AN UNCHARTED FUTURE 
IT IS POSSIBLE that in this summer of 1940 any attempt 


to look into the future is a waste of time. With every day, 
every hour almost, witnessing momentous changes in the 
world as we have known it, it is hard indeed to appraise 
the meaning of the events of the immediate present. This 
much, however, may safely be said. The all too pressing 
realities of today should not be permitted to engender a 
belief that the things of the spirit are now less important 
ot less necessary than they have been in the past. War and 
aggression are the ancient enemies of the arts, but be it 
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observed that in the end it is the conquests that fade from 
memory while what man creates out of his inner quest for 
perfection endures. In the long view the sonnet 1s more 
permanent than the most deadly engine of destruction, a 
painting, a musical score, or a great book less ephemeral 
than the passing fame of the military conqueror. 

And this leads to a question: What place will there 
be in the as yet uncharted future for those activities and 
enthusiasms to which our little organization, along with 
others, has devoted itself? Book collecting is essentially a 
peacetime activity. It thrives best in the soil of security, 
warmed by the rays of tolerance and freedom. Does it fol- 
low, therefore, that because the conditions that permitted 
its flowering are being destroyed abroad and are perhaps 
soon to be threatened at home, it will serve a less necessary 
function in the future than it has in the past? It may well 
be that precisely the opposite will be true. 
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POEMS BY D. H. LAWRENCE 
IN THE LAST NUMBER of this quarterly appeared 


the preliminary announcement of a forthcoming book of 
poems by D. H. Lawrence, with a comment on the poems 
by Frieda Lawrence and a foreword by Robinson Jeffers. 
Optimistically, our note stated that the book would prob- 
ably be ready in April. As events have proved, this attempt 
to fix a tentative publication date was rather wide of the 
mark. The book is not yet ready. But at this writing it is 
far enough along to justify another and, it is to be hoped, 
more accurate forecast. Revised publication date (also ten- 
tative) : about July 25th. 

An announcement and order-card is in preparation and 
will be sent members a few days in advance of the comple- 
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tion of the book. Meantime we repeat here some of the 
reasons why this publication will, in our estimation, prove 
to be one of the most sought-after items the Club has re- 
cently issued. The poems are the hitherto unpublished 
work of an author whose life and writings have aroused 
a degree of interest almost unparalleled among modern 
literary figures, and whose books in their first editions 
have long been in brisk demand among collectors. In her 
Note on the Poems the author’s widow, Frieda Lawrence, 
has recalled something of the origin of each poem in the 
collection and of the circumstances of its writing, thereby 
providing a background to the text and an insight into 
Lawrence’s working methods that readers will find valu- 
able and interesting. Robinson Jefters—who is himself not 
unknown to first edition collectors—has written a fore- 
word that appraises the poems in this collection and throws 
revealing light on Lawrence’s strength and limitations as 
a poet. It will be read with close interest by admirers of 
both men. 

The book has still other qualities not likely to be over- 
looked by collectors. It is being designed and printed by 
The Grabhorn Press—and an examination of the proof- 
pages encourages the belief that it will be a particularly 
agreeable example of the work of this press. The edition 
is small: 300 copies. So is the price: $3.50. 

In the March quarterly our first announcement of this 
Lawrence-Jeffers-Grabhorn publication appeared under 
the heading, “Collector's Item.” That designation will be 
allowed to stand. The writer of these lines 1s no seer, but 
he firmly believes the 300 copies will all be subscribed 
within two weeks after publication. If he 1s proved wrong 
in this he will cheerfully acknowledge that the ways of 


collectors are indeed inexplicable and he will forthwith 
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retire from the prophecy business for good. Here is one 
reason why he doubts if that step will be necessary: When 
the preliminary announcement of the book appeared in 
March, one out of every ten readers of the News-Letter 
wrote or telephoned to ask that a copy be reserved for him. 
The fact that that many members went to that much 
trouble to place advance ordets is a very fair indication 
that the regular announcements and order-cards will bring 
no ordinary response. 

We repeat: The book will be ready about July 25th 
and the announcement will be mailed a few days earlier. 
Meantime, further in-advance-of-announcement orders 
are welcome and will be entered in order as they are 
received. 
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SEMI-MILLENNIAL 
THE REOPENING of the Golden Gate International 


Exposition on Treasure Island, San Francisco, for its 1940 
season gives booklovers the opportunity to see one of the 
most interesting collections of fine and rare books ever 
displayed on the Pacific Coast. 

In keeping with the widespread observance this year 
of the 5ooth anniversary of the discovery of printing from 
movable types, the exhibit has for its purpose the visual- 
ization of the art of bookmaking during the past five cen- 
turies. In more than fifty cases occupying three rooms in 
the Fine Arts Building have been assembled representa- 
tive examples of the work of the master printers from the 
15th century down to and including those of today. 

Outstanding among the more than six hundred books 
on display, and the keystone of the collection, 1s a copy of 
the first and most famous of all printed books, the Guten- 
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in June it marked the first time residents of Northern 
California had been privileged to see this most renowned 
of books, and each day since thousands have availed them- 
selves of their opportunity. The degree of public interest 
manifested 1n the book makes it clear that it will promote 
a very widespread appreciation of the historic and artistic 
background of printing. That it will also have the effect 
of awakening an interest in beautifully printed books 
among thousands who have hitherto regarded printing as 
a prosaic and strictly utilitarian craft may be taken for 
ranted. 

The facts about the Gutenberg Bible are too well 
known to readers of the News-Letter to need repeating 
here. A few notes about the copy now on display may, 
however, be of interest. It is the Melk copy, so named 
from the fact that it came originally from the Benedictine 
monastery at Melk, Austria. In 1928 it was purchased by 
the late Mrs. Edward S. Harkness and presented by her 
to the Harkness Library at Yale University, named for 
her husband. Its cost was well in excess of $100,000, the 
highest price ever paid for a book up to that time. The 
work is in two volumes, printed on paper, and is bound 
in brown calf that dates from about the end of the 17th 
century. One of forty-three copies of the book known to 
be in existence (nearly half of which are incomplete), it 
is in a remarkably fine state of preservation, its paper still 
tough and unfaded, its type impression black and sharp 
and the beautiful red and blue illuminations of its pages 
almost as brilliant as the day they were applied. The Bible 
is on loan from the Yale University Library. By present 
plans it will remain until the Exposition closes late in 
September. 
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But the Gutenberg Bible, great an attraction as 1t 1s, 1s 
by no means the whole exhibit. Grouped about the two 
special cases in which it is displayed, and 1n two adjoining 
rooms, are scores of other volumes, old and modern, that 
mark milestones in the history of fine bookmaking. 

To permit the visitor to follow in its proper order the 
evolution and spread of printing, the books have been 
grouped in the following six sections. 

Historical Presses: This section traces the history of the 
book from Gutenberg down to William Morris, the estab- 
lishment of whose Kelmscott Press in the early 1890s 1s 
generally regarded as marking the beginning of modern 
fine printing. Scores of carefully selected volumes here 
illustrate the important trends and innovations in book 
printing and design and decoration during a period of 
more than four and a half centuries. Among the printers 
represented (usually by their most celebrated produc- 
tions) are Fust and Schoefter, Sweynheim and Pannartz, 
Nicholas Jenson, Aldus Manutius, Caxton, Estienne, 
Plantin, Elzevir, Baskerville, Bodoni, John Bell, William 
Pickering, and others. In addition there is a case of early 
American printing showing the products of such pioneer 
craftsmen as Franklin, Stephen Daye, Isaiah Thomas, 
and Zamorano, California's first printer. 

Modern English: Here are shown selected works of the 
notable English printers of the past fifty years. Beginning 
with the Kelmscott Press, represented among other books 
by its famous Chaucer, it progresses through Cobden- 
Sanderson’s Doves Press—including the Doves Bible— 
to the Ashendene, Vale, Riccardi and others, to such cele- 
brated contemporary presses as the Golden Cockerel, 
Nonesuch and the university presses of Oxford and Cam- 


bridge. Books printed by the Eragny, Essex House, St. 
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Dominic’s and Pear Tree ptesses, as well as those of the 
Shakespeare Head, Cresset and Curwen presses, are also 
shown. 

Modern European: In view of the present chaos abroad, 
this section devoted to the products of the European 
typographers who, until only a few months ago, were 
peacefully practising their craft, is in many ways the most 
interesting of the entire exhibit. Space forbids mention 
of individual books or printers, but the display includes 
works bearing the imprints of outstanding presses in 
France, Holland, Czechoslovakia, Spain, Poland, the 
Scandinavian countries, Russia, Italy and Germany. 

Modern American: Chronologically arranged, the 
books in this section trace the progress of American fine 
printing during the past four or five decades. Beginning 
with such early leaders of the movement as DeVinne, 
Gillis and Bradley, it progresses to a showing of the work 
of such outstanding contemporary craftsmen as Rogers, 
Updike, Rollins, Cleland, Dwiggins, Adler, Kittredge, 
Dard Hunter and half a dozen others. The books dis- 
played in these cases include a great many of the high 
spots in American bookmaking during the past fifty years. 

California Presses: This is one of the largest subdivi- 
sions of the exhibit and by no means the least interesting. 
Most local collectors are familiar with exhibitions of the 
work of the California fine printers, but the present show- 
ing is unusual in two respects. It 1s more inclusive than 
most, and the better known presses are represented in the 
main by books that have not lost their freshness through 
having been many times on public display. Books by fe 
following printers and presses are shown: [he Grabhorn 
Press, John Henry Nash, The Windsor Press, Johnck 
and Seeger, Taylor and Taylor, the Colt, Archetype and 
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fornia presses and, in Southern California, the Ward 
Ritchie Press, the Plantin Press, Merle Armitage and the 
San Pasqual Press. Finally, there is a case devoted to speci- 
mens of work produced by California amateur craftsmen, 
the “printers for pleasure’’ whose products are the result 
of an enthusiasm for type and hand-presses and printers’ 
ink quite unmixed with commercial considerations, but 
which often approach professional standards in their ex- 
ecution. 

The exhibit is probably the best of its kind ever held 
on the Pacific Coast. No one who is at all interested in the 
long history of the book or in the beauties with which 
master craftsmen of our own and earlier ages have en- 
dowed the printed page should miss the opportunity to 
see it. [he closing date is September 29, 1940. 

In a somewhat different field but of much interest to 
the collectors of the Coast is an exhibit of manuscripts and 
autograph material by California writers, now on view 
in the Book Room of the California Building, also on 
Treasure Island. Assembled under the direction of Miss 
Nell U. O'Day, the display includes cases of letters, in- 
sctibed books, manuscripts, notes, photographs and simi- 
lar personalia of such celebrated literary figures as Jack 
London, Robert Louis Stevenson, Frank Norris, Joaquin 
Miller, Bret Harte, Charles Warren Stoddard, Edwin 
Markham and half a dozen others. The material has been 
lent by libraries and individual collectors of the bay area 
and in several cases by the families of the authors them- 
selves. The result is that the exhibit is not only unusually 
complete and varied but uncommonly interesting. 
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PACIFIC ADVENTURES 
NUMBER TWO of the Club’s 1940 series of keepsakes 


was sent members last month. It reproduced the chapter 
entitled A Description of the Southermost Part of Cali- 
fornia from Captain George Shelvocke’s famous narrative 
of exploration and adventure entitled A Voyage Round 
the World by Way of the Great South Sea, first published 
in London in 1726. The part reprinted in the Club pam- 
phlet is that section (long admired by the specialists but 
little known to the general reader) that presents Shel- 
vocke’s detailed and sympathetic description of the Cali- 
fornia Indians, the result of his stay among them when 
his ship touched the Coast early in the 18th century. This 
picture of the tranquil lives of the natives and of the spirit 
of harmony and good will that governed their relations 
with one another makes curious reading in the light of 
present-day happenings. The booklet was designed and 
printed by The Grabhorn Press. 

The series will reach its half-way mark late in June 
with the appearance of Number ‘Three, now being pro- 
duced by The Windsor Press. Number Three will present 
a dramatic episode from The Narrative of the Honorable 
John Byron, a celebrated book of adventure on sea and 
land written by the grandfather of the poet, Lord Byron, 
and first published in 1768, also at London. The title of 
the pamphlet will be The Wreck of the Wager. The text 
relates the story of the foundering of the Wager off the 
coast of Chile and the struggle of the survivors to sustain 
themselves on a barren and inhospitable shore. Written 
with simplicity and directness and with much vivid detail, 
it properly takes rank with the notable descriptions of 
shipwreck in the English language. The narrator, Cap- 
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tain (later Admiral) John Byron, was an 18th century 
mariner in the tradition of his countrymen Drake and 
Frobisher; he fairly earned his nickname of ‘‘Foul Weather 
Jack.” Lord Byron based the story of the wreck in “Don 
Juan”’ on his grandfather’s narrative, and the tempestuous 
and picturesque careers of the two men prove them to 
have been curiously alike in temperament. 

This series of narrattves by men who from the decks 
of the far-ranging little ships of earlier centuries explored 
and mapped the vast coasts of the Pacific promises to be 
among the most highly regarded of the keepsakes the 
Club has yet issued. The remaining three parts, the titles 
of which will be presently announced, will follow respec- 
tively in August, October and December. Each will be 
designed and printed by a different Pacific Coast printer 
and each will have a foreword by Earle V. Weller, who 
is also editor of the series. 

A complete set of Pacific Adventures will be supplied 
without cost to each member. A limited number of dupli- 
cate sets are for sale (to members only) at $5.00 per set. 
Slipcases designed to contain the six pamphlets have been 
made up by the Club as a convenience to members and 
are offered to them at cost: namely, $2 for cases with all- 
cloth covering and $3 for cloth with morocco back. Orders 
for duplicate sets, or for slipcases, should be forwarded 
promptly while both remain available. 
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THE FOLLOWING have been added to the roll since 
March 1: 


Name | Sponsor 
Mrs. A. W. Akers, Jr. San Francisco, Cal. George T. Klink 
Gaylord Donnelley Chicago, Ill. - Oscar Lewis 
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Richard J. Hoffman Van Nuys, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
Mrs. Frederic A. Keep Washington, D. C. Alfred Sutro 
Harry A. Levinson New York, N. Y. Alfred Sutro 
John R. Siegrist Pittsburgh, Pa. George Fields 


The Club’s membership is limited to six hundred. 
There are now about forty vacancies in the roll. Member- 
ship 1s open to collectors and others who are interested in 
the Club’s activities and whose applications are approved 
by the board of directors. The cooperation of present 
members by proposing candidates for membership or by 
suggesting the names of those who might be interested 
in joining is invited at all times and will be warmly 
appreciated. 
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A LIST—AND AN ORDER CARD 
AMONG THE ORDERS for publications that reach 


the Club a considerable number are for titles of which 
copies are no longer available. To save members the in- 
convenience of forwarding such orders (and the Club the 
melancholy duty of informing prospective purchasers that 
the books are out of print), the following list of the titles 
now in stock has been prepared. Club publications not on 
this list can no longer be supplied. Orders for any of the 
following will be filled promptly. In nearly every instance 
the supply on hand numbers less than fifty copies. 

THE HELMET OF MAMRRINO by Clarence King, with an 
introduction by Francis P. Farquhar. 350 copies printed by the 
University of California Press, 1938. $2.00. A bibliographic mem- 


oir of Spain, a barber’s basin and San Francisco’s Don Horacio. 
AN ORIGINAL ISSUE OF “THE SPECTATOR.” Text by 
Eric Partridge. 455 copies printed by The Grabhorn Press and 
published in June 1939. $6.00. Bound with each copy is an au- 
thentic original issue of Addison and Steele’s famous paper, issued 
in London in 1711-12. 
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CATO’S MORAL DISTICHS. A facsimile of an extremely 
rare pamphlet printed by Benjamin Franklin in 1735. With a 
foreword by Carl Van Doren and a leaf of Franklin printing. 
250 copies printed by The Ward Ritchie Press. $3.50. The most 
recent Club book, published in December 1939. 


In addition to the above, the following earlier publica- 
tions are available at one-third their original prices: 


Title and Former Present 
Author Price Price 
ODES AND SONNETS by Clark Ashton Smith. Intro- 
duction by George Sterling. 300 copies printed by Taylor 


& Taylor $3.00 $1.00 
LILITH: A Dramatic Poem by George Sterling. 350 
copies printed by Taylor & Taylor 6.00 2.00 


CONTINENT’S END: An Anthology of Contempo- 
rary California Poets. 500 copies printed by John Henry 
Nash 15.00 5-00 
AN INVOCATION by Ambrose Bierce. Introduction 
by George Sterling. 300 copies printed by John Henry 
Nash 8.00 2.67 
THE FINAL STANZA by Lewis Browne. Foreword by 
the author. 300 copies, signed, printed by Johnck & 
Seeger 3.50 aca. 
THE PERSISTENCE OF POETRY by Witter Bynner. 
320 copies, signed by the author, printed by The Wind- 
sor Press 6.00 2.00 
A BRIEF AND ACCURATE TREATISE OF TO- 
BACCO by T. Venner. 200 copies printed by The 
Windsor Press 6.00 2.00 
SIR WALTER SCOTT, by John Buchan and William C. 
Van Antwerp. 300 copies printed by Johnck & Seeger 3.00 1.00 
BIERCE AND THE POE HOAX by Carroll D. Hall. 
Introduction by Carey McWilliams. 250 copies printed 
by The Windsor Press 3.00 1.00 
A PRINTER’S GARLAND: A Typographic Miscellany 
by Cecil and James Johnson. 300 copies printed by The 
Windsor Press 2.75 8293 


A post-card is enclosed for your order. To avoid pos- 
sible disappointment please respond promptly. 


